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CONDENNED TO DIE.

The Celebrated Williamson Trial
Finally Brought to a Close—
Able Arguments.

Motion for a New Trial Over-
ruled —Nentenced to Death —
Will be Appealed to Su-
preme Courl.

——

Friday, March 20, Determinci
Upon as the Day for the
Execution - Threatens
to Commit Suicide

THOMAS WILLIAMBON.

MRS, F. A SAMP3ON,

I met defendant in November,
1889. Remained at our house some
months. He carried in wood aud
made fire: for me. He generally had
key to back door to get in st night.
Went by name of Tom Williams., I
had a long taik with him in jail. He
spoke of previous life, Didn’t scem
to have much hope. He gaid he
would have served us the same way
he did the Moores if we hai b en in
his way.

MRS. SPRAGUE.

Becky Aroold livel with me.
Williamson called to see her these

from January until he got into the
Moora tranhblec Ho did kis owwa vunk-

ing at my house. Said he was at
work chopping wood and I finally
took him a regular boarder. He told
me & good many stories about his
farm and stock. I couldn’t see that
he had any reasonable meaos of sup-

rt. This ran on until he owed me
£10. He talked to, took to church
and brought back Becky Arnoli.

WM. MURPHY.

Have seen Thomas Willamson. Saw
him at the park. Defendant was
lying on some boards at the park. He
was lying flat on his back, perfectly
stiff. He was halooing. He cried out:
“Oh God, let me die!” Picked him
up and put him into a street car.
Brought him to the Salvatien bar-
racks. Sent for a physic'an who us:-d
hyperdermic ipjection. The next I saw
of him was that evening, when I saw
him being carried on a stretcher up
Second street.

FRANK JACKSON.

Have seen Williamson. First time
I saw him was last spring at the Sal-
vation Army. Saw him afterwards
lying in machinery ball at Sicher’s
prk. [Testimony same as Mur-

’
phy’s. ]
ME. MASHBURN.

Had sawed wood a little with Wil-
liamson. His conduct was all right
but one time on Grand avevue. The
gentleman whom we worked for took
his axe away from Williamson, but
the latter would hunt it up and get it
again. We could have got along
with my axe, but it seemed too short

for him.  Another time he wanted
me to go away and leave
a boy with  him, but |

wase afraid and wou'dn’t do it.
W. E. YARBER.

Williamson lived at my house four
years ago. He was to cut up a lot of
corn for me. My girls got afraid to
stag there while Williamson was there,
and me and my wife away. He went
by name of Tom Dillion.

OF FICER JOHN MOONEY.

Saw Williamson at the park. He
looked like a dead man. Groaned
and halloced when touched. | Saw
him at Salvation army barracks. Saw
him at Salvation barracks night of
25th of May. Saw him at park May
26th.

MILTON B. WILLIAMSON.

Am defendanJs brother. In 1862
enlisted in Compauy A, 10Sth. Ilii-
nois Infantiy. We went out together
in that company. Left the s ate in
September. Went to Coviuglon, Ky.,
went thence to Nicholssvile, Ky.,,

'and from there to Louisville,and from

| ways called it ““Sherman’s Defeat.” | men who made them were not compe-
'This was the batile of Chickasaw . tent to give an opinion ss to defeud-
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ed by those comrades who knew himas
there to Memphis, Tean. Was there | of unsound mind. The prosecution ob-
three or four weeks. Then went to jected t:t}nsp«nut 1 the despu:umu_.
Vickshurg, Miss. It was in Sherman’s | The objection was that these deposi-

expedition. We had a battie and al- | tions were mere hearsay, and that the

Bayen. I was taken sick and seut toigm:’s sanity. '!’_he'! pruf-fculwx} also |
St. Louis. I suppise my brother was | insisted that “‘1lu,umsm:s sanity af
then still with the regiment. Myithe time the Moore’s were kl];edco!;ld
brother and I mes ed in different com- | not be judged by his mannver of mind

panies. At Memphis my brother |while in the army. | The jury was sent
got into a row and got an [out during the srgument before the

axe with which he atiempted 10 strike | judge regarding these depositions. ]
a boy. A ball and chain was put on | After hearing the arguments, pro and
my brother. He was hard to subdue. | con, Jadge Ry'and decided that the
He tried to ki!l one of the gaard. The | depositions mighi be read in full,
offi-2rs could not m ke him work. I| Deposition of W. T. Wood, O:k-
got out of the army in July, 1865. |dale, Tazewell county, 1L h_nen.
Went home to Tazewell county, 1ll. | Thomas Williamson 35 years. Lived
My brother also came back home the within a mile of him several years
sime year., I was living in the town and frequently employed him to help
of Oakdale. Thomis lived at my |me. I knew he hada spell of typheid
falher'’s a few miles in the couutry. |fever before the war. One arm and
He left and went about twelve miles|one side was paraljzed alter this
from there. During that fall and |sickness. His mind was affecied.
winter he wasaround ia the neighbor-| Mind  affection did not  grow
hood. Physically from timeof his first|any  better ~ His men‘al fac
sickness to the preseut time I seejulties scemed Impur 1 a ~- bis
no difference. Neither in his mental |sickness. He seemed 19 b2 eas’ly por-
copdition. I went to Kansas in 1866. |suaded to do anything. If be did a
I next saw my brother in 1868. He|mean act be generally told of it tothe
came to my house. He lived in the|first person he met. 1 consider bia of
neighborhood awhile with a man|uosound miad. m '
named Owens. I saw him about|and I eplist:d in 1865 in the Szventh
once a week during his stay there. | Illinois infantry. He servel 6 months
He came over to my house orve time|and was discharged because he was
and told me that if I wanted any |considered mentally unbalanced. The
money to call on him. He also said |soldiers had a pique at bim on ac-
he had a fine set of carpenter’s tools |count of his weak mind, and made
aod wes goi:g to put up & fine barn | fun of him. The men in the Seventh
for Owens. He said his tools. were | regiment considered him not more
down 1n Missouri. He made two|than half witted. He was not placed on
trips to this state. Another time he|auy important post of duty. I knew
came to me and aid he had bought a|him in I'azewell counly after the war,
fine farm, 2od all the stock on it, in |asd his general actions then indica‘ed
Kansas. Ile never got possession of | his unsound mind. I then regarled
it, however. He was to have pail | him o! unsound mind, to what exten’
$3.000 for it, he said. I next saw |l cannotsay. In 1857 I saw Wil
him here in Sedalia this week. |liams n in Tuz:owel' couuty. Ho wos
He never said so much to me ab.ut{m my office. He bad h.d s.me
his adventures and schemes as he!troubie with some man. 1 sill re
wou'd to others From what I have | garded him of nusound mind.
observel of him since his sickvess iu

| EDWARD PRATT.
1858, I think bis mind is affecred 10] 4 o570 00 Am a farmer. Re-
1 = ' o T ‘ - . .
such an extent that he is notlre:iqmns- 3l is Boasanst. 1ilinois
b
ihle 1or what he has done. do vot| g ce been sherff of couniy;

think he has been a sane man. I I en‘isted in 108th Il nois regimen:.

Dr. Dresel was put on
stand,
liamson for the pois.n be had taken |
at toe park. He remarked to me that |
he “wonted

with God in Heaven.”

charge sirce last May,
frequent talks with bim.
prisonsrs,
usual m bis meotal bebavior.

has been a remark bly goo! prisoner.

any trovble with him.
some trouble with the prisouers.

irritab'e at times.
Thomas Williamson | tected anything that made me believe
he was not 3ane.

in his eyes.
or three times within a week after he

fight in jil
rationa!, bui angry.

one night that month.

dou’t see any change in bis condition
now. He came to Kansas on a visit
He had a mither and brother there.
Was not marriel that I know of in

1878. He spent part of his time with
hie mawetier. Told me nothing about his
life beiween 1866 and 1970, He cawmc

to my house in Kansas in June. He
belped Owens, my neighbor, to take
care of stock, He finally left there,
eaying he was going back to lllincis.
Atter his spell of typhoid fever in
1858, he began to improve and could
get about with a cane. When he
went ioto the army first in 1861, his
condition was about the sawe as it i3
now. His mind in regar] to judg-
ment did not strengthen with his
physical strength. 1 do not know
which of us went into the army first.
We did not enlist together.
Were not asscciated together much,
We were on friendly terms. 1 did
not report his condition to any of the
officers. We did not associate in the
army., He seemed to seek his associ-
ates in the army among the rougher

‘element. The fight at Memphis was

over some rations. Four or five men
were engaged on either side. We
were engaged in but one batile -
“Sherman’s Defest.” In some things
he dido’'t appear to understand
between right and wrong.
I could not mistreat him  He
never did aoytning to make

| believe he oould distinguish betwe:n

right and wrong. His genersl jadg-
ment was bad. In the saramy he did
police and guard duty—sweeping and
cleaning up streets around the camp.
He was never on picket. He carried
a gun in the army, but not like other
soldiers. He carried his gun with his
left hand. His right haod appears to
be paralyzed. My father ana mother
are dead.

ALEX BANDS,
Live io Windsor, Henry couanty,

Mo. Was raised in Tazewell county,
Ill. Served with defendant in army,

in 108th Illinois regiment. Did not
know him in the army. [ knew him
slightly before the war. He acted

kinder silly after he came out of the
army. He would sit round of an
evening and tell about money he had
buried, big trades he had made,
etc. I lived one fourth mile from
him in  Illinois after the
war. I left thee twelve yeers ago.
He left there scon after the war, He
was a shifiless kind of fellow. Used
to tell stor’cs about his big hunts, I
see no difference in him now from what
it was then. He diff.red from other
men only in the habit of telling these

al demeanor were different from tho. -

for a few minutes. I cannot give my
opinion as to his sanity now or since

A, 108th Illinois infantry, in 1862, at

cago. Knew Thomas Williamson as a

me | P

county, lowa. Am fifty
painter and house decorator. Servcd
in Company A, 108th Illinois Infan-
try. Williamson was sick at Young's
Point, Louisiana, 1 spring of 1863.
He lay in his +tent four days
would not eat anything. Whenasked

impossible deeds of his.

Depeositions .
Depositions from men in the
regiment in  which William- |
son  served were introduceu |

| to show that he wss generally regerd- |

Was seargent-major when mustered
out in 1865. 1 kuew Thomas Wil-
hameon ot Company A, and frequent-
ly met him io the line of du'y. I saw
him a good deal at Memphis. Do not
know of him holding wmuh 1D

Company A. His actions and gener-

- .‘:9

of other men. He told wild stories,
I regarded him asa man of weal
mind and foolish ways. He was
genera'ly regarded by sll the
men of the regiment as of unsound
mind and his officers regarded him as
unsafe and generally put him on no
responsible duty. Did not meet him
but once after the war and then only

the war.
CAPT. JOHN W. PLUMMER.

Live in Lupe City, Neb., dentist,
60 years old. Eonlisted in Company

Peoria, Ill., as first lienntepant. Was
mustered in 1865 as captain, at Chi-

private. He was allowed more privi-
leges than other soldiers on account of
his weak mind. He often came to my
tent at night and told wild stories of
his wonderful exploits as a hunter
previous to eplistment. [ was with
him for three years. Was assistant
rovost marshal at Memphis one year,
but did not see Williamson much.
Soon after entering service I noticed
that Williamson was of weak mind.

He made childish complaint. Tt
was always the opision of the
officers of the company that

he should never have been allowed to
enhst. I regarded him as verging on
insanity. The soldiers and officers
generally had this opinion of him. He
was vever punished for dereliction of
duty, he being regarded as an over-

grown trouble.
A. C. BOWLES,
Reside at Hampton, Franklin
years old ;

and

of b’s clent.

senior counsel for the defense, E.
Smith, E"('

! I
why he would not eat, he said : “I| He spoke with telling effect and it
am {rying my damndest to die, but | could be seen thai beyond all sort of |
¢in't quite make i..”

Readivg of dep sitons cleced and

He testificd to treating Wil-

to die and eat dinver

SHERIFF SMITH (RECALLED).

Th s. Williamson bhas been in my
Have s-en
im nearly every diy. Have had
vays demeaned hims°!f as the other
Have noticed nothing un-

He

Never hsd
He bas had
He
had a fight with another prisoner and
w39 knocked down. I have not treat.

Has been ve:v obedient.

ed him with any more kindness than
[ have the other prisoners.

R. M. BARNETT (RECALLED.)
Have s-en defendant quite fre-

quently iu jsil. Have bad t.lks wich
him. Have not noticed anything un-

He used to get rather
Have never dc-

asual in him.

Noticed at first
when he would get mad a dazed look
He showed tewmper two

I saw him after the
He seemed periectly

was arrested,

ASBURY GOODNIGHT (RECALLED,)
Have known Williamson since last
March. I wertover to Moore's house
I siw him
o'ten since then up to time of trag-dy.
Was with him one time pearly ha'f a
day. He worked for me about the
10th of May a part of four days. He
was ploughing, I saw him ploughing,
cutting wood, bauling hay. Never
ssw that he was different from other
men. He wasag od worker for a
man of his age. He wus crippled

cousiderably so it seemed in his right

sand asd arm.  He had a peculiar
walk—was lame in right leg.

The testimony was all in exactly at
2 o'clock this afternoon.
Ryland then proceeded to pass upon
the instructions.

At precisely two o'clock Friday
afternovn the testimony in the Wil
tramson murder case had all been
talen, Copsiderable time wes spent
in preparing and rewdng the insirue-
tions, and then Assistant Pr.secuting
Attorney Robert Prigmore faced the

Judge

Jury and began the argument for the

state. The hour was get ing late,
but the great crowd, isciudiog many
ladies, stil! lingered t» hear the
speech.  Mr. Prigmore began we!l
and continued so till the close. He
reviewed with worderful exretness
the testimony #< it bad been givea by
the miny witnesses, He delineated
with sccurate conciseness the features
of the fearful tragedy for which the
defendant will have to

ANSWER UPON THE GALLOWS.
He left no stone unturned in his

searching investigation nor missed a

single point that could possibly
02 brought to bear upon his side of
the case. The yousg man had sus-
tain-d hims>!f nobly, severe as the
ordeal was, and the universal ex-
pression of op'rion was that be had
acquitted hir ~elt with great -credit.

Shortly a‘ter 7 o’clock in the eve -
ing, Attorney John Cashman opened
the argument for the defense. His
language wasdeliberate, bis statement
of the case clear and forcible and his
general demeanor denoted that his
whole heart was enlisted in the cause
He made a powerful
argument and must have cheer:d up
in no small degree the lonely old man
for whose life he was so siocerely
pleading.

Mr. Cashman was followed by the
J.
Mr. Smith

IS A TRAINED SPEAKER

and is equipped for such an occasion
as this. He appreciated the difficulty
of the task in band—how hard it was
to manipulate to advantige the dam-
aging evidence and uwow difficult it
was to make a dark thing look brighu,
but this seemed to spur h'm to es-
pecial effort and perhaps he never
made a strovger address to any jury.

m

Highest of all in Leavening Power.—U. S. Gov't Report, Aug. 17, 1889,
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Baking
Powder

ABSOLUTELY PURE
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the witness |

He has al- |

1891.

question be was batt'ing with all his|
soul for ¢)/d man Williamson.

The clc ing argument was made by
Prosecuting Attorney George Longan.
Tue bour was then far advanced, but
noi a pecson out o all the vast audi-
ence left the court room. Mr. Lon-
gaa was in fine voice and hsd girded
himse!f for the occasion. He gave in
detail the Listory of

THE BLOODY DEED

with wonderful minuteness and faith-

fuluess. The deferse’s theory of
iwsani'y was shat'er 1 until it
was not  worth the paper
upon  which it was wiitten, and

througtout bis sprech he excelied all
bis previous effor . When !> had
c'osed, the doom of the defendant
was virtually sesled. Mr. lonusn
had ton away ‘e last prop upon
which sny hope could re't. 'lhis
was realized by the prisoner, his at-
torneys and the audience. This argu-
meat, in fact, was a trivmphant cli-
mix to the wtole skillful manpaze-
ment of the pr:secution.

The jury n a few winutes retired
to their room, there to deecide
the fa 2 of the defendant. The
audience lingered awhile, and then
reluctantly dispersed. Upon reach-
ing their room, the members of the
jury almost

AT ONCE BEGAN BALLOTING.
The three ballots which ware cast

stood eleven for murder iv
the first degrce asd o:e in
oppesition. the jurymen were
released for the rem . nde-

of the night, but met agaia promptly
at eine o'clock this morning. Agsin
the court room w s den-elv thronged,
and the poople had n-t long to wait,
But one hallot was taken and tie
vote for de th wis unanimous, the
ohstructing juror, John T. Greer.
joining with his brethrea. The jury
filed in and the foreman, at the com-
mand of the ecourt, read the fatal
message. Od man Williamson re-
ceived it with stHlid indifferencs.
There was no ‘“‘scecne” of any kind.
The audience dispersed again, and
the defense siguifi d their intention
of filing a motion for a new trial.

Av 11 o'clock the court room was
again packed with people. They
knew that the mist solemn scepe of
all the trial would then take plaze —
the pronouncing of

THE SENTENCE OF DEATH.

Mbotion for new trial taken up by
consent, heard and overiuled, and
defendant #ccepts judgmert and sen-
tence of court. Motion on arrest of
judgment filed by defendant and by
consent tsken up, heard and over
ruled and defendant accepts.

Defendant files motion and affidavit
for an appeal to supreme court. Mo-
tion was taken up by consent, heard
and sustamed, and a granted to
supreme court and defendsnt has un-
til March 16 in which to file bill of
exceptions. Court orders offic’al
stenographer to furnish copies of the
evidence and proceedings for bill of
exceptions and transcript, and orders
the clerk of the court®to moke out
vranseript in full and that same be
paid by the state. The sentence and
judgment of court are stayed until
Judgm nt can be rendered by the su.
preme court.

The above formality finished, Judge
Ryland, evidently reluctant to take!
the next step, ordered the prisoner to
stand up. The feeble old man obey-
ed, baving been told what to do by
Sheriff Smith a moment before.

‘““HAVE YOU ANY REASON

why sentence of death should
not be ed upon you,
Mr. Williamson ?” ’asked the
Judge. “‘Nome,” huskily and al-

most inaudibly replied the prisoner.
Then the doomed man rrumed bis
seat, and the judge addressed him as
follows : Mr. Williamson, you are an
old man ; feeble, old man. You had
a wide, wide world in which to live
and plenty of room to spare. God
msde you in his own image and gave
you opportunity to do we'l and live
right. You have had a varied exy »
rience, have gone through a cruel
war, hundreds of your cemrades were

slain and you were spared. You caue
Lere and in an evil hour committed a
heinous crime, taking the life of an
old man like yourself. A jmy of your
own countrymen have i

FOUND YoU GUILTY.
You have been arrsigned before a
court of justice, and with counsel
whose efforts were patient, earnest,
z2alous. They exertesmtheir eloquence
and best powers to save you. The
jury has given an unbiased verdict.
It is nci the work of the jory or of
the men wuo tes.'fied a-iinst you to
take youar "fe. Your own individua'
r >ts brougit you to thi.. There is a
hizher comt to which your counse!

w il carry your cas2. LBat weaiaa

trav<' 2~ to a still higher court than
the sunreme court of the state of Mis-'

touri—an impartial infallible, al'-|

.
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A Pure Cream of Tartar Powder.

Superior to every other known.
40 Years the Standard.

Delicious Cake and Pastry, Light Flaky
and Wholesome.

No other baking powder does such work.

wise court and judge. There can be
no appeal from the one who knows
the inmost recesses of your heart. The
way of the transgressor is h-rd and he
who bresks the law

MUST SUFFER THE PENALTY.
I sympathize with you and warn you
to get re:dy t» m-t the all-wise
judge. Though yrur sius be as scar-
e., bhe cav make th=mu: white as snow.
[ wish I c,uld restore you to your
posidon in life before this trouble.
It is an unpleasant duty for we to
deprive ore of his ordinary liberty,
but how much more his li'e. 1 have
cro doubt you heve often regre.ted
your zactions. And now, ’lpomas
Willizmson, I condemn you 10 he
hanged by the neck until you be dead,
on Fridsy, March 20, 1891. There
was & deep and so'emn hush through-
out the vast audicnee during Judge
Rylavd’s addr. ss The prizoner,
however, manifestzd no unusual eunto-
tior. He was still stolid and b2yond
an expression of deep care o1
HIS HAGGARD FACE,

there was nothing strikingly notica-
able in his demeanor.

Immediately ater the conclusion of
the formsl business of the ciurt a
BAzoo represen‘ative leaned across
the table aud* asked O'd man Wil-
lia'msun what he thought of the re-
su't,

“I thought that the verdiet would
be a lighter one, I hoped the jury
would give me the second degree.”

“Do you thiok the jury were hon-
est aad fair ?”

‘“Yes, I watched them very close
and I believe they were all honest
men.”

“Turlington and you will have to
go pretty close together,” suggested
the BAzoo representative.

“I expect to meet him on the way.

“But I don’t expect to
hang,” said the oli man, with some-
thing of a smile. “I will be a dead
man inside of three weeks, and I
won't try strychoine again, either. I
am tired bf be'ng in jail and

LIFE HAS NO CHARMS
for me now.”

Referring to his attempt to commit
suicide in Sicher’s park last May, he
said that he bought five cents worth
of strychnive, but that the wind
blew a part of it out of his hand and
he did not get to swallow enough.

The condemned man’s brothe: , Mil-
ton B. Williamson, of Kansas, was
not present when sentence was pro-
nounced, knowing fuli well that the
ordeal would be too much for him.
But a few minutes after the prisoner
was taken back to jail, he joined him
there to bid him a last farewell. The
scepe of parting between the broth-
ers is deserib>d by those who wiiness-
ed it, as exceedingly pathetic.

Milton left for bis home this even-
ing. He expressed himself as thank-
fol to the peopie of Sedalia for their
courtesy toward himself and their
sympathy with his uonfortunate and
unhappy brother.

The Wiltiamson Jury.

The fol'lowing are the names of the
jury in the Wﬁliamaon murder case,
and their occupatioa:

Lou’s Lower—Farmer.

Peter Dump—Farmer and cattle
feeder.

Jacob J. Farner —Barber,

Cord Lujin--Farmer.

Albert P. Hyatt—Farmer.

Richard H. Sm’th —Fai ner.

Anson Du'mage —House-mover.

Francis A. White—Carpenter.

Andrew J, Pat:on—Ca.rFenter.

Stephen Hieronymus —Farmer.

Francis W, Jackson—Carpenter.

John T. Greer—Carpenter.

A Novel Caontest.

Write (enclose stamp) for particulars of
our word contest. Parelv a contest of
wits. Two first prizes worth $500, Herald
Publishing Co., Denison Texas,
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